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2011-2012 BearKat Tennis Guidelines:

Parents/Players: These guidelines are for your information, to help avoid misunderstandings as to what is expected of Klein tennis players and the rules that must be followed.  Please initial the blanks and sign at the bottom.  Both the player and a parent must initial and sign.

Team Placement:

Teams are determined at the conclusion of tryouts/camp.  Players were placed in 6th or 7th period classes depending on how they finish in the tryout matches. This should result in everyone being placed in the correct class by opening day of school.  Challenges are always a part of the system, but we will not usually make schedule changes during the semester to move a player from one team to another.


Throughout the year we will work on strength and conditioning as part of our tennis program, along with the actual game skills and match strategy.  
· Maintaining your spot in the line-up is dependent upon keeping up your fitness regimen, attendance at required practices and matches, completing the required challenges and observance of team rules as specified by Coach Cannon.               _____________


Team Participation/Expectations:

Players are expected to be available for all matches.  Schedule conflicts must be reported to the coach within two school days following distribution of schedules and/or schedule updates.  Players may at times accompany the team to matches as back-up players – this requires that the player be on time, assist the coaches as necessary and be ready to play if necessary. Players are expected to participate on a daily basis in class and in after school instruction/practice as deemed necessary by the coach.            


· Repeated lack of participation due to schedule conflicts will be reflected in the student’s grade (due to participation in class) and their assignment to play in future matches.            ____________ 

In Class drill/practice:  

This time will be used to work on match strategy, work with teammates on doubles strategy, and allow the coaches to observe your skills and assess the best position for you in the team line-up.

· Players need to arrive at the courts, ready to warm-up no more than 5 minutes after the tardy bell has rung.  Delay in starting warm-up past this point will require that the tardy player remain longer at the end of the workout                         _____________

· Tardiness will be reported to attendance.              ____________

· Players need to be appropriately dressed. Players must wear Klein Tennis shirt and tennis skirt or shorts.  Sweats may be worn in cold weather.  (2 pts. Per day)        _______________

· Players need to have all necessary equipment – racquet, shoes, water jug (2 pts. per day)               _____________

· Players will participate as instructed by the coach and/or designated leader (6 pts. Per day)  ___________

After school drill/practice:  

This time will be used to work on conditioning and improve your basic skills. Time may be spent in the weight room and swimming pool as well as on the court.

· Players need to report to the courts, ready to play no later than 2:40pm 

· Players need to be appropriately dressed, with all equipment (see above)

· Players will participate in drills as directed. 

· Failure to attend practice when present during the school day will result in the assessment of an offense.  Excused absences will require a parent note or a note from a teacher explaining your presence elsewhere.  Coach Cannon needs to be previously advised about absences due to other school commitments – make-up work, other activities, detention etc.

· Practices for the fall will be


· Freshmen - Monday & Wednesday until 4:30pm - unless there is a scheduled match on Wednesday

· JV Monday and Wednesday from 4:00 - 5:30p.m - unless there is a scheduled match on Wednesday

· Varsity - Tuesday & Thursday until 4:00pm - unless there is a scheduled match
_______________


· Failure to follow the above guidelines will incur the following consequences:

· 1st offense – extra fitness routine to be completed after regularly scheduled class/practice

· 2nd offense – additional fitness plus court clean-up

· 3rd offense – additional fitness, court clean-up 1 match suspension

· Additional offenses will be handled on a case by case basis and may result in the player being dropped from the team
_________

Challenges: 
Challenges are an integral part of keeping the entire team in match readiness condition.  

· Each player will be assigned a challenge on a periodic basis - nominally each week.  At the time of the  challenge assignment, the due date will be announced. This information will be communicated in class as well as by email.        _________

· It is your responsibility to check the challenge sheet for your opponent, set a time and place to play (recorded on the challenge sheet) and report the score at the conclusion of the match.  __________

· Once the match time is set, penalties are in place for compliance. Failure to show up within 15 minutes of the scheduled match time will result in a default.  Be considerate of your opponent - if you cannot make the scheduled time call your opponent and let him or her know - your opponent is NOT required to reschedule due to YOUR last minute conflict unless he/she wants to be accommodating. Rainouts must be rescheduled within the set time limit, so don't wait to schedule your match for the last day before it is due.  ____________

· Challenge matches will consist of two out of three set matches, regular scoring. Challenge matches MUST be played in their entirety at one time other than for weather related issues.  If you have limited time, the match format may be adjusted (no-add scoring, ten point tie-breaker in lieu of a third set, 8 game pro-set etc.) IF BOTH players agree BEFORE the start of the match. ___________

Tennis Matches:

For those of you new to high school tennis, fall semester is Team Tennis.  We play a regular season of matches against the other district 16-5A teams followed - for Varsity only, by a district tournament, regional tournament and state tournament.  In addition we will play one or two tournaments outside the district and several non-district matches.  A team tennis match consists of 19 lines – 6 boys singles, 6 girls singles, 3 boys doubles, 3 girls doubles, 1 mixed doubles.  A team tennis match, as you can see, requires a minimum of 7 boys and 7 girls to fill all the positions.  This would assume that most players participate in both singles and doubles. 

· All Varsity players will attend every match. Who plays in each match will be determined by the level of play of the opposing team, the need to observe match skills of a particular player or doubles team, and the previous amount of playing time by a particular player. Missing a match without permission will result in a punishable offense.         _________ (V)

· JV and Freshman players will be assigned to a match and must attend all matches they are scheduled to play.  Depending on the level of competition, lower level players may be asked to play at some matches.  Missing an assigned match without permission will result in a punishable offense.  __________ (JV,F)

· Players will adhere to the dress code assigned for the match and will be responsible for having all personal equipment – racquet, shoes, water jug.
Racquets should be in good condition  Without appropriate uniform and equipment a player will not play.    _____________

· Players will be assigned to play at the coaches’ discretion – your best effort will be expected in all matches regardless of position or partner.   __________

· All players will travel to away matches as a group and will be required to remain at the match site until the match is completed to support their teammates. 

· If a family or school commitment will require a player to be picked up at the match site, a written request to do this, signed by a parent must be received by the coach before the team leaves Klein High School for the match.   ___________

· Players may not leave a match site with anyone other than their own parent. Infractions may result in suspension and/or cause a player to be dropped from the team.   _____________

· Match behavior will adhere to the highest standards of tennis etiquette. Unsportsmanlike behavior of any kind, or foul language will not be tolerated and may result in forfeiture of your match and suspension from future match(es).   ______________

Tennis Grade:

Your grade in tennis will consist primarily of a participation grade.  

· Each class day you may earn 10 points.  At 5 days per week in a 6 weeks grading period, that makes 300 points for a grade of 100.  

· Any deductions as described above will impact your overall point total.  In addition, your grade will be impacted by participation and behavior at practice and matches.   _____________ 

Fund Raising: 

We will have three fundraisers as a team this year, two in the fall semester and one in the spring.  We have limited funds from the district and need to supplement them if we are to be able to maintain our program at the level we currently enjoy.  Participation by all players is expected; with the understanding that if we want to travel, have new equipment, etc., we need to raise money.

Booster Club:

Parents of players at all levels are encouraged to become involved in the Tennis Parents Booster Club.  The booster club is an integral part of our tennis program without which we could not provide the program that we have here at Klein.  The boosters take on a variety of responsibilities during the year, including Meet the BearKats, fundraising and the end of year awards banquet.  In addition, the boosters as parents support us by attending matches and providing encouragement during play.  

All of this information will be discussed and you will have an opportunity to ask questions at the Meet the Tennis BearKats night on Monday, August 29th. from 6-8 p.m.  At that time you will also have the opportunity to join the Booster club, purchase practice shirts and spirit items for you and your player and meet the other parents and players.  This meeting is an important part of your participation in Klein tennis and it is necessary that a parent attend. 

It is exciting to have you as a part of the Klein Tennis family and I look forward to another great year!

Coach Cannon

_________________________________________Parent Signature



_______________________________________Student Signature
